
2018 Tryouts 
Dates 
Tryouts will be held for 10U and 12U players on March 2 and March 11.  Your daughter 
needs to attend only ONE tryout date.  If she attends both, we will take her best score.  
We ask that the players arrive about 10-15 minutes early and enter the dome alone.  
There are restrooms outside of the dome and suggest girls go prior to tryouts.  If your 
daughter is unable to make either tryout date, she will not be eligible for an A team. 
 
Friday, March 2 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 10U Pitchers/Catchers 
1:30-3:00 p.m. 10U Players 
2:30-3:30 p.m. 12U Pitchers/Catchers 
3:00-4:30 p.m. 12U Players 
*Pitchers and Catchers will join in with the other players after they are done with their 
pitcher/catcher evaluations. 
 
Sunday, March 11 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 10U Pitchers/Catchers 
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 10U Players 
12:30-1:30 p.m. 12U Pitchers/Catchers 
1:00-2:30 p.m. 12U Players 
*Pitchers and Catchers will join in with the other players after they are done with their 
pitcher/catcher evaluations. 
 
Procedure 
Once your daughter enters the dome, she will be greeted by the fastpitch uniform 
coordinator. Here, she will try on various sizes of uniform tops and we will verify a final 
size on her registration.  After that, your daughter will receive a tryout number and be 
placed in a group of approximately 8 girls.  She will remain with that group throughout 
the entire tryout.  They will rotate through each station together, and they will end 
tryouts together.  At the end of each group’s tryout, they will be escorted to the 
restroom area and wait to be picked up.  Because girls will be exiting at various times, 
Tonka Fastpitch cannot guarantee that your daughter will be done at the time stated 
above.  Tonka Fastpitch will have volunteers to call parents if you are not there at the 
time your daughter is finished.   
 
What to Wear 
Your player should be dressed in softball attire (pants, sliders, long socks, and gym shoes 
or cleats).  Please have your player refrain from wearing any clothing that suggests 
winter training (Vortex, TCFA, Waves, etc). This includes past fastpitch or slowpitch 
uniforms or shirts, and past tournament shirts. 
 
Evaluations 
It is the goal of Tonka Fastpitch to create a fun and relaxing atmosphere while allowing 
the evaluators to do their job.  Every attempt has been made to take subjectivity out of 



scoring.  Tonka Fastpitch has hired Flexx Softball to provide us with evaluators. Those 
evaluators will conduct professional, unbiased, and reliable evaluations. 
During the tryouts, players will be evaluated on the following: 
-Exit Velocity (bat speed) 
-Hitting (off a machine) 
-Bunting  
-60’ Dash  
-Infield (speed and accuracy) 
-Arm Strength (how fast they throw the ball) 
-Outfield (pop flies off of a machine) 
 
Pitchers and Catchers 
Pitchers and catchers will be evaluated on the following: 
-Pitching (speed, accuracy, and pitch variety) 
-Catching (receiving, blocking, bunt coverage, throwing, and pop time) 
 
We often hear, “I’m afraid to have my daughter tryout as a pitcher and/or catcher 
because she probably won’t make a higher team.”  If your daughter enjoys being a 
pitcher and/or catcher, why would you want to take that away?    
 
Due to this situation, Tonka Fastpitch has decided NOT form an A team at the 10U level. 
We encourage any girl who wants to pitch and/or catch to be evaluated. 
 
Tonka Fastpitch highly encourages all 12U players to continue honing their passion to 
pitch and/or catch.  Do not fear the B team!  Many Division I players were B team 
players because that provided them more time to refine skillsets at those specialty 
positions.  It is often seen that C team players during their first year of 12U played on the 
A team during their second year of 12U. 
 
Tonka Fastpitch has made the decision that if your daughter does not tryout as a 
pitcher and/or catcher, she is not guaranteed any time at these positions during the 
season (rare exceptions may include incidents such as injury, illness, or absence of a 
specialty player).  For example, if your daughter is a catcher but she decided not to be 
placed on a team as a catcher, she will not catch.  Tonka Fastpitch asks that you not 
pressure the coach to give your daughter time behind the plate. 
 
Tonka Fastpitch asks pitchers and catchers to do what is right for their development 
and community.  We need two pitchers and two catchers per team.  The more pitchers 
and catchers we have the more teams we can create, thus the more girls we can 
accommodate in our program! 
 
Flexx Softball 
Flexx Softball takes pride in evaluating softball players.  They are not affiliated with any 
club program.  Their goal is to gather data that will be helpful in your daughter’s 



development.  The data collected will provide Tonka Fastpitch with information to 
support team formation and enhance the growth and development of our entire 
program.  Each player will have her own online player locker hosted by Flexx Softball.  
Personal data and progress will be scored and accessible to the players and parents.  
These player lockers can be updated throughout your daughter’s softball career, and 
Flexx will update each time your daughter is evaluated through them.  This is a great 
tool to measure your player’s growth from year to year and gauge areas to improve. 
In order for your daughter to have access to her scores, please create an account with 
Flexx Softball. 

1. Go to https://minnetonkafastpitch.gemssites.com/company/index 
2. Login or create a new account (you can use the same login and password for 
the entire family. 
3. At the top of the page click, “Join Here” 
4. Click on the Tonka Fastpitch logo for “2018 10U and 12U Evaluations” 
5. Scroll down to “Purchase Items” and select, “Get Now”  
6. A prompt will ask what player you are registering, then select “Confirm” and 
you should receive an email. 
7. If registering multiple players, you will be able to select “Join Here” again after 
you have confirmed your first player. 
 

Questions? 
If you have any questions regrading tryouts or team placement, please contact Kelly 
Wischmeier at president@tonkasoftball.org. 
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